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THE WILLIAM ALDEN SPENCER CONCERT 
Diane Spencer, Piano 
PROGRAM 
Sonata# 7 in D Major, Opus 10 No. 3 
I. Presto 
II. Largo e mesto 
III. Menuetto - Allegro 
Trio 
IV. Rondo - Allegro 
Three Preludes, Book II 
Bruyeres 
La terrasse des audiences du clair de lune 
General Lavine - eccentric 
INTERMISSION 
Sonata# 17 in D minor, Opus 31 No. 2 (The Tempest) 
I. Largo - Allego 
II. Adagio 
III. Allegretto 
Polonaise in A-flat Major, Opus 53 
WALTER FORD HALL AUDITORIOII 
Sunday, April 2, 1989 
8:15 p.m. 
Ludwig van Beethoven 
(1770-1827) 
Claude Achille Debussy 
(1862-1918) 







Described as "a very good musician" with "spirit ... a strong sense of direction 
(and) power to spare", Diane Spencer began her career as soloist with the 
Portland Symphony and the Portland Chamber Orchestra. She has performed at 
Lincoln Center, the Aspen Festival, the Cleveland Institute of Music and gives 
yearly recitals on both coasts. As a member of the Amati Trio, she presented 
the complete works of Brahms for violin, cello and piano in celebration of the 
Brahms centennial and recently performed the Brahms Piano Quartet Opus 25 in 
New York with the Alexander String Quartet. Ms. Spencer graduated with honors 
from Lewis & Clark, earned a Master's Degree from the Peabody Conservatory 
where she studied under Leon Fleisher, and has served on the faculties of both 
institutions. She is Artistic Director of the Columbia University/Washington 
Heights Concert Series. 
PROGRAJI lfO'l'F.S 
This concert is presented in memory of Doctor William Alden Spencer on the 
event of his daughter Elizabeth's graduation from Ithaca College this year. 
Dr. Spencer was not only an eminent scientist specializing in the field of 
Neurophysiology, he was also a fine musician. Born in Portland, Oregon, he 
studied clarinet from an early age and became the principal clarinetist of the 
Portland Symphony. He chose, however, to pursue a career in medical research. 
He received his Bachelors degree from Reed College and an M.D. and Master of 
Science in Neurophysiology from the University of Oregon Medical School. 
After his internship, he was appointed Research Fellow in the Laboratory of 
Neurophysiology at the National Institute of Health in Bethesda, Maryland. 
Subsequently he studied for a year at the University of Pisa in Italy. Upon 
his return to the United States, Dr. Spencer taught at the University of 
Oregon Medical School and subsequently was appointed Professor of Physiology 
at New York University Medical Center. In 1974, he moved to Columbia 
University as Professor of Physiology and Neurology at the Columbia College of 
Physicians and Surgeons. 
Professor Spencer made major contributions in the field of neurological 
research including key discoveries concerning the activity of nerve cells in 
the hippocampus, a region of the brain thought to be involved in memory. This 
part of the brain is also prone to convulsions, and Dr. Spencer's research 
provided new insights into the causes of epilepsy. 
Dr. Spencer was devoted to the highest standards in the arts, science and 
education in recognition of which Columbia University established a special 
lectureship - The Alden Spencer Lectureship in Neural Science. 
